CHAPTER  XXVII.

THE  ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY.

IN the course of the previous chapters the rise and
growth of the Geographical Society have already been inci-
dentally dwelt upon. "We have seen how, from its beginning
onwards, Murchison had identified himself with that Society,
and how, in his later years, it had gradually so engrossed
his time and thoughts, that his old love, geology, could no
longer boast an undivided empire over him. In watching
his career, too, it is to be noticed that much as he liked the
publicity and display of a Society so rapidly growing in
popularity, the constantly pressing demands which its official
and routine work made upon Mm proved to be more than
at his now advanced age he thought he could satisfactorily
fulfil Hence after, among other services, procuring for the
Society a royal charter of incorporation, and greatly aug-
menting its membership, influence, and wealth, he in 1859
resigned the chair to Lord Ashburton, though with the full
intention of remaining at the Council-board, and continuing
to give advice, and, if need be, active assistance.

Lord Ashburton's failing health, however, made Murehi-
son's retirement more nominal than real. The ex-President
had still to carry on a very large share of the Presidentialwhen I .returned to my own fireside.
